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The advent season is upon us, a time of waiting, a
spiritual waiting for the birth of our Prince of

Dates to Note:

Dec. 14 - Come & Go Reconciliation
Service 12:35-1:35 in Holy

Names Chapel

Dec. 19 - Taize Advent Prayer in Holy

Names Chapel

provided to students and parents with school reports
forwarded to MECY. These will both be completed
by the end of February.

Dec. 19 - Choir Caroling @ Holy
Names (Despins) Residence

Dec. 19 - Christmas Coffee House
3:30 - 6:00pm in cafeteria

Dec. 21 —A Journey from Advent to
Christmas Service 11:35 amr

Dec. 24 - Jan. 4 - Christmas Break

Jan. 7 -Classes Resume

Jan. 8 -11 - Gr. 12 ELA Standard

Exams
Jan. 11 - 2:30 p.m. Dismissal

Peace. Aswewait for Christ’'scominginus, in
others and in the events of each day, may our
openness to His comi ng guide us to be instru-
ments of His peace in our world.

Merry Christmas and a Heal thy, Joy-filled 2008!

If you have any questions regarding key competen-
cies, please cdl or email your daughter’ s mathematics
(Grade 7) or English language arts (Grade 8) teacher
and for student engagement questions contact her

Love as Jesus Loved

Thisyear at SMA, we are integrating the Candy Cane
with the wreath as our Advent symbols. The candy
cane is layered with meaning for us — it can be used

to help someone (we are People of Servicel); itis
shaped like a J for Jesus, Justice, and Joy; and it has a
great story about how it came to be (whichis part of a
trivia game we are playing throughout Advent). Dur-
ing our Advent services, the community heard a story
about what the Messiah looks like today. What

would it be like if we treated everyone as though
she or he was the Messiah? We were challenged to
thi nk of ways that we could, “love like Jesus
loved” this Advent season, so that when Christmas
arriveswe are as ready as possible to welcome the
Christ child. Thus, on each classroom door hangs a
gift bag suspended from a candy cane. Inside the
bag are Scripture passages for each day that remind
us about how we are to “love as Jesus loved”.

Jan. 17 - SMA Open House 7:00 p.m.
Jan. 23 - Feb. 1 - Exam Period

Feb 4 - Term 2 begins

Feb 5- Parents’ Guild - 7:30pm
Feb 6 - Ash Wednesday Service 11:35
Feb. 15 - Catholic Schools’ In-Service

No school

Feb. 15 - Report Cards & February

Newsletter Mailed
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The January 2008 Exam
Timetable will be available on
the SMA website on Tuesday,

December 18, 2007.

Grade 9 Welcoming Evening

Each year, in September, the new
and returning Grade 9 students get
an opportunity to spend time getting
to know one another in an evening
full of fun and exciting activities. In
previous years the students gathered
for a sleepover, however this year
the Grade 12 Special Events Team
organized an evening full of fun
events. The girls played games,
danced and ate together and got to
know new names and faces through
the course of the night. The night
ended with a spooky tour of the
school led by Sister Susan!

Take Our Kids To Work

This specia experience organized
nationally for Grade 9 students on
November 7" was a great success.
The feedback from the students
and parents was very positive.
What a wonderful opportunity we
have given our daughters. The
students enjoyed their "work
placement" as well as learning
from their classmates upon return-
ing to school the next day and
sharing their work experience.
Ms. Beaucage-Pena would like to
extend a big Thank You to all the
parents who hel ped support this

| earning experience.

School Closure - Inclement
Weather

If it is necessary to close school
due to severe weather conditions
or failure of an essential service
before the school day begins, an
announcement will be made on
various radio stations including
CBC, CJOB and HOT 103, as well
as, the SMA website.

When a storm develops during the
school day, the school will remain
open until 3:30 p.m. Students will
not be dismissed until parents pick
up their daughters.

When a service fails during the
school day and it is determined the
school should close, students will
phone parents to make arrange-
ments before leaving the school.
On these occasions the school will
remain open until 3:30 p.m.

Young Neighbours in Action

Submitted by Mel Love and Christine Lam

This past summer four students, accompanied by
Sister Marylyn had the opportunity to go to To-
ronto for aMissiontrip. In Toronto our eve-
nings were spent in the dorms of Lorretto Col-
lege but when morning came we were up at 6:00
am. to prepare for a day at work.

The program, Young Neighboursin Action, is
where we met many other teenagers from the
USA (and even Brazilians studying English
there). Throughout the week, all participants
went with their assigned parish or school team to
different service agencies in Toronto - organi za-
tions such as homel ess shelters, drop in centers,
and Rosalie Hall.

The SM A team was fortunate enough to be as-
signed to an organization that is very similar to
our very own Villa Rosa herein Winnipeg. Just
like Villa Rosa, Rosalie Hall is a place for young
mothers and pregnant teens to be educated and
learn how to raise their children. Rosalie Hal is
also aplace where they can live to have a safe
environment to educate their children, therefore

SMA Athletic Highlights

The snow is here and the grass has disappeared;
however, the memories of a successful cross
country seasonwill dways be there for everyone
involved. We would like to thank Mr. David
Campbell and Mrs. Mona Linton for coaching
and motivating all those students to get out of
bed and run so early in the morning. The stu-
dents’ dedication resulted in Varsity team finish-
ing in second place in the conference and fourth
at Provincials. The Junior team won the confer-
ence championship and tied for first at the Pro-
vincial Championship, but lost out inthetie
breaker. Runners, keep up the training during the
winter months. You have worked so hard and
you don't want to lose what you have gained.

The golf teamwas reestablished after a 15 year
hiatus when we finished 2" at Provincials back
in 1992. This year, as you might know, the
St.Mary’ s team won the Provincial Champion-
ship on acold and wet day on September 21" at
Gilbert Plains. We would like to thank Mr. Sgj
and Mr. Villafor supervising and working with

breaking the cycle of the young unwedded moth-
ers.

Y oung Neighbours in Action really opened our
eyes to the poor and the vul nerable in our world.
We |earned to reach out to those who need us
and to help inwhatever way we can, evenifitis
giving a granola bar to a man begging for
money. Seeing someone lying on the street, hal f
clothed, under a blanket and being stepped onis
ascene we don't want to have to see again. We
need to change our thi nking, because that man
lying on the street may not be able to help him-
self. This program helped us open our eyes, our
hearts, and our ears to God and His word. By
respecting the people around us, no matter what
socid class, or race, or appearance, we are living
the Gospel. By listening to scripture each day
and ni ght, by going to our organizations and
being with the poor, the helpless, and the needy,
and by carrying out actions to help the people
who needed us, we gave and received.

the team. Y ou can see a great picture of themin
the new Manitoba sport magazine Manitoba
Score.

The basketball season is under way with many of
the teams finishi ng tryouts or practicing for their
first tournament before Christmas holidays. We
have the following coaches for the various
teams: Billy Phan and Katelyn Demers coaching
the Varsity team; Andrew Phan and Cleo Leslie
coaching the Junior Varsity team; Nav Grewal,
Kim and Ron Padua-Bedona coachi ng Grade 9;
Mr.Saj, Mr. Villaand Mr.Danyluk coaching
Grade 8; and Emilie Cook coaching Grade 7.

Good luck to all those teams. Remember, games
are prepared for and won at practice.

The hockey team is having a good start to the
season. Players are still molding into a team and
they are working hard to develop their individual
and team skills. Thank you to Mr. Bob Johnson,
Mr. Eric Pee, Miss Richelle St. Croix, and Miss
Kyla Fraser for their commitment to St.Mary’s
Hockey.

International Day 2007 - A Huge Success

December is a great time to count our blessings.
We would like to thank everyone who partici-
pated in the record breaking financial success of
the 33 Annual SMA International Day. At
day’s end, we had realized a profit of just over
$21,000. We were blessed with great weather
and the overwhelming generosity of time, talent,
and treasure from the Academy community. We
look forward to continued success in the years to
CoIme.

As convenors of International Day, we would
also like to take this opportunity to say a huge
THANK YOU to all of the committee/pavilion
convenors and all of the volunteers and donors.
Without all of you this fabulous event would not
materialize. Wishing you a Joyful and Peaceful
Christmas and the very best in the New Y ear.

Ann Copps, Convenor and Debra Marr,
Co-Convenor, International Day 2007.



“Volleying” the Ball at SMA

Asyouread this newsletter nine teams, 95 ath-
letes, two teachers and ten volunteers are neatly
folding and putting away volleyball uniforms,
storing knee pads on the top shelf, and hanging
up their volleyball court shoes. As of December
8" the 2007 St. Mary’ s volleyball season came to
aclose. All teams experienced awide variety of
success with positive experiences on and off the
court, whether it be establishing new relation-
ships or maintaini ng old ones, |earning about
volleyball extensively, and devel oping active
and healthy lifestyle practices.

Here isarun-down of how our teams finished
their season: 45 Grade 7 athletes participated in
three devel opmental, friendly tournaments
within the Pembina Trails School Divison.

The Grade 7 traveling team participated in the
Grade 8 “B” league and made it to the semi-final
|eague match. The Grade 8 team finished in 1*

Continuing on a Mission

Since the last publication, our UNICEF cam-
paign, endorsed by the Catholic Bishops of Can-
ada, was kicked off by the Prairie Regional Di-
rector, Nuala Nazarko, alumna of St. Mary’s.
Our girls, more fully aware of the needs of Ma-
lawi/Rwanda schools, responded generously.
Three of them were pleased to win our Hal-
lowe’ en goodie bags with Rossbrook House
receiving the proceeds from the October 31
collection. Four students accompanied Mrs.
Dart and Sister Marylyn to Rossbrook’ s open
house. Here we were warmly wel comed.

place and won the Pembina Trails Championship
Banner. It participated in Provincids on Decem-
ber 7/8". The Grade 9 team also finished in 1°
place and won the Pembina Trails Championship
banner. Ittoo participated in Provincias on
December 7/8" and came away with the Provin-
cial Championship Gold Medal. The Junior
Varsity Team and the Varsity Team each fin-
ished 4" within the West Winnipeg Athletic
Conference.

A very large amount of ti me, effort, commit-
ment, and dedi cation were devoted to the 2007
Volleyball program and the Athletic Department
would like thank everyone who supported the
athletes and coaches in their quest for success. If
you have any questions, concerns, or if you are
interested in getting involved in our programs,
please don't hesitate to call.

We have now begun our Christmas Hamper
campaign for inner city residents who attend the
Immacul ate Conception Drop In. Each student
was given a sheet indicating the contents needed
for individual hampers with the hope of a gener-
ous response yet agai n. We are grateful to Red
River Packaging Products for providing 600 gift
bags. Specia thanks goes to Keith Wolbaum and
Gordon Bunt for making this possible for an-
other year!

Blessings upon each of us as we journey through
Advert.

S.M.A.C.K.E.D. Having a Great Season

The St. Mary's Academy Competitive and
Kilted Elocution and Debate team has been
exceptionally busy thisterm. At the McGill
Tournament in Montreal, November 2-3, there
was great effort and results. Kirstyn Koswin
placed 3" in the country, and 5" as ateam
along with her partner, Kayla Ketcheson. Sam
Hale placed 18" overall. Fabulous perform-
ances from Brittany Goodman, Zoe Prefon-
taine, Alana Poon, Anna Solmundson, Alanna
Hommel, and Natasha Rossol. Kirstyn
Koswin participated in the World's National
Team Qualifier in Vancouver on November 20
- 21. Theresultsto be announced next term.

Mr. Jordan Burg, coach of the Manitoba Pro-
vincial team, wasin Vancouver/Victoria at the
CSDF National Seminar from November 21 -
26. Three SM A girlsrepresented the province
- Sam Hale (English), Zoe Prefontaine
(Bilingual), and Gabby Morrill (French).

On November 25 Kirstyn Koswin, Brittany
Goodman, Anna Solmundson, Alana Poon,
Katrina Lark, and Sarah Martin participated in

the Rupert's Land Public Speaking Tourna-
ment at BHS and Kirstyn Koswin and Anna
Solmundson represented SM A at the Asper
Cup Tournament hosted at the Gray Academy
on December 1-2. Juliet Daet represented
SMA on aProvincial Team participating at the
Western Canada Semi nar in Edmonton from

Dec. 3-7.

As you can see, the club has been very busy
and very successful. Congratulations go out in
particular to the girls who earned spots on
provincia teams, and of course, to Kirstyn,
who we are hoping will make the National
team and participate at the Worlds next year in
Athens, Greece. A special thank you goes out
to former national debating champion Cath-
erine Metrycki (07) who took time out of her
studies at UBC to come out and judge at the
National Seminar in Vancouver. We also
learned that her partner, Andrea Wilson (07) is
participating in a major debating event in Ma-
laysiaon behalf of the University of Toronto,
and we wish her all the best.
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Christmas Coffee House

This year we will be getting in the Christmas Spirit with Special Events’
Second Annual Christmas Coffee house for Winnipeg Harvest. Students
of St. Mary's (Grade 7-12) and St. Paul’s (Grade 9-12) are invited. From
3:30 to 6:00 on December 19" students will be given the opportunity to
mingle with their peers while listening to performances by SMA and
SPHS students. Free fair trade coffee, hot chocolate, and Christmas treats
prepared by students will be available. There is an entrance fee of 1 non-
perishable food item which will be donated to Winnipeg Harvest.

If you are willing to provide some baked goods for this event please have
your daughter tell her special events rep this week.

Christmas Wish

The Christmas season is quickly
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SMA Uniform Shop
Friday December 14" will be the last day the uniform shop will
be open before Christmas holidays. The uniform shop will re-
open on Friday January 11, 2008. Our hours over the lunch
break are 12:35 — 1:35 p.m. The shop will not be open January
25 or February 1, 2008.

Mark your calendars, the SPRING UNIFORM SALE will be
held April 15, 2008 from5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.

Please remember that you can pay with cash, debit card, Visa or
Mastercard. Cheques are not accepted. If you are paying with
your parent’s credit card you must have the actual card and a
note signed by aparent authorizing you to use the card.

Message From The Parents’ Guild

approaching and our time
of anticipation is drawing to a
close. Each person inour school
community is waiting anxiously
for the special day when
we celebrate the birth of the Je-
sus, the Light that dispels the
darkness.

Our fondest wish is that the light
of life shine brightly for you while
you celebrate this joyous and
blessed season.

We look forward to working with
you and your daughters in the
New Year.

Merry Christmas!
Staff of SMA

Charitable donation receipts for the
2006-2007 school year, for inclusion with
your 2007 tax return, are being prepared
and will bemailed in late January. Re-
ceiptsfor the2007-2008 school
year, for inclusion with your 2008
tax return, will beissued in
January 2009.

If your daughter(s) received abur-
sary and/or scholarship for the
2007-2008 school year, we will be
issuing a T4A in your daughter’'s
name. Look for these slipsin your mail-

| encourage more parents to spend an evening
with us at our meetings throughout the year.
Events are planned which enable each of you to
choose something that fits into your schedule.
The more hands we have involved, the less
“work” itisand the more “fun” it becomes. The
Guild provides opportunities to give a hit of
yourselves to better the educational experience
for each of Sister Susan's 589 “daughters”, one
of whichisyours.

The Guild hosted a well received Parent Infor-
mation evening on Sept 13". Thanks to a gen-
erous donation by Tina Jones, from “Banville
and Jones’, who supplied al the wine and
treats. It was a wonderful evening. We cannot
thank you enough, Tina! Thanks also to the
Hospitality Committee, chaired by Nicola Gut-
tormson and Maggie Mahon, who put the eve-
ning together so elegantly.

You may have noticed that the annual Fashion
Show has been deleted from our slate of events
this year. The executive brought forward con-
cerns to our general membership where it was
unanimously voted to cancel. A “welcome”
BBQ will take place next Fall as a community
building event. Should you have any fun/fund
raisng ideas please email them to me at

kddane@mts. net.

International Day was a huge success under the
leadership of conveners Ann Copps and Debra
Marr. Thank you to the overwhelming number
of volunteers required to make this day not only
fun, but profitable too!

God bless each of our families as we celebrate
the birth of our Saviour and remember to serve
those less fortunate than oursel ves.

Katherine Dane.President

Accounting Office

box in January. The accounting office will be

If you need to contact us during the
Christmas break

Ms. B. Van Raes will be available

as follows:

Wednesday, January 2"

to

Friday, January, 4"

478-6042

Y Please note that tuition payments will be
withdrawn from your account on January 2,
2008.

closed between December 24, 2007 and
January 1, 2008.
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